IASLC/ITMIG Staging System and Lymph Node Map for Thymic Epithelial Neoplasms.
Thymic epithelial neoplasms are rare malignancies that arise from the thymus and include thymoma, thymic carcinoma, and thymic neuroendocrine tumors. At least 15 different stage classifications have been proposed for thymic epithelial neoplasms and used to varying degrees in clinical practice, many of which have been constructed from small groups of patients. Traditionally, the Masaoka and Masaoka-Koga staging systems have been the schemes most commonly employed, and the latter has been recommended for use by the International Thymic Malignancy Interest Group (ITMIG). An official, consistent stage classification system has recently been recognized by the American Joint Committee on Cancer (AJCC) and the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC), which are responsible for defining stage classifications for neoplasms. To establish this stage classification system, the International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer (IASLC) and ITMIG amassed a large retrospective database and evaluated this group of cases to develop proposals for the eighth edition of the stage classification manuals. For this endeavor, IASLC provided funding and statistical analysis and ITMIG provided the involvement of the clinicians and researchers actively participating in the study of thymic epithelial neoplasms. To accomplish this, a Thymic Domain of the Staging and Prognostic Factors Committee (TD-SPFC) was established to formulate the rationale, methodology, and definitions of this tumor-node-metastasis (TNM) staging system, which is presented in this article. © RSNA, 2017.